
Curated feature for exhibitor innovation 

What is the Innovation Gallery?
A curated feature showcasing a limited number of the most forward-thinking, sustainable and creative packaging solutions 
from exhibitors. It gives brands, designers and the wider industry an interactive way to explore new materials, design and 
functionality, while celebrating excellence and inspiring future projects.

Why enter?

What is the process? 

2026 criteria
Entries should focus on technical detail rather than pure commercial messaging and must show measurable results. 
Your submission should explain how your innovation:

• Introduces new materials, mechanics or design approaches.

• Enhances usability, logistics or consumer experience.

• Adds measurable commercial value or competitive advantage.

• Demonstrates quantifiable sustainability improvements, explaining clearly how sustainability is embedded into the 
overall packaging strategy.

It's FREE and if you are a finalist, your product is:

• Supported by PR before and after the event, including articles and social media coverage.

• Promoted to visitors and press in our marketing, including emails, social channels and website, driving targeted traffic 
and high-value conversations to your stand.

• Displayed in a high-impact gallery area at the event, giving you visibility beyond your stand.

Plus, if your product wins on site, you gain extra visibility and get an “award winning” claim for your future marketing.

All entries are reviewed by a panel of expert judges and there are two stages:
1. Acceptance on to the website

• Entries judged as genuinely innovative are accepted and will appear on the Packaging Innovations & Empack 
website under “Innovation Gallery”.

2. Becoming a finalist: 
• From all accepted entires, the judges will select the top (~10) products as finalists.
• Finalists will be contacted with instructions on what to do next.
• Visitors vote on site for the most innovative product.
• Winners are announced at the end of day 2 (25 February) at the Production Line stage. 
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Got a questions? Contact us: 
Marketing@packagingbirmingham.com
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