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▪ EuPC stands for European Plastics Converters and
is the professional representative body of plastics
converters in Europe

▪ EuPC is Federation, whose Members are national
associations, like NRK, and sectorial
associations

▪ EuPC’s powerful network exists to support the
beneficial use of plastics worldwide, especially
providing plastics converting companies with a
voice in European legislation.

▪ Mission: to contribute to an open and fair trading
environment for plastics converters in Europe. We
focus on market development, regulation, issue
management and trade.
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The Plastics Strategy is a Communication that includes the action to propose new legislation: 

SUP Directive and revision of the PPWD in its entirety
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▪ Adopted as part of the 2015 Circular Economy Action Plan, the

Plastics Strategy of 2018 had its own set of specific actions for

plastics:

▪ New rules on packaging to improve the recyclability of

plastics and increase the demand for recycled plastic

content via the revision of the Packaging Directive

▪ Improving the separate collection of plastic waste

▪ Launch of the Circular Plastics Alliance

▪ Publication of the Single Use Plastics Directive

▪ Restrict the use of microplastics in products and reduce the

unintentional release of microplastics

▪ Measures on bio-based, biodegradable and compostable

plastics



EU Green Deal 
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▪ The European Green Deal is one of the 6 priorities of the new 2019-2024
Commission led by President Ursula Von der Leyen

▪ The Green Deal is NOT an EU legislative act, it is a communication with an
action plant, published in 2020.

▪ It includes policy evaluations, explanations of action-programmes and
outlines on future policies or arrangements concerning details of current
policy

▪ Legislative acts will never be put forward by means of a communication.

▪ Objective: tackling environmental-related challenges, with a particular
focus on climate change

▪ The Communication sets several actions aimed at fostering the efficient
use of resources by moving to a clean and circular economy, revert
biodiversity loss and cut pollution

▪ It outlines the types of investments needed to achieve these goals and the
financing tools available in order to ensure an effective and inclusive
transition.

▪ It includes additional communications: the Circular Economy Action
Plan, SMEs Strategy, Industrial Strategy, Sustainable Finance
Strategy.
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▪ The European Commission adopted the New Circular Economy

Action Plan (CEAP) in March 2020. It is one of the main building

blocks of the European Green Deal

▪ 35 regulatory actions aimed at:

▪ Make sustainable products the norm in the EU

▪ Empower consumers and public buyers

▪ Focus on the sectors that use most resources and where the potential for

circularity is high such as: packaging, plastics, construction and buildings

▪ Ensure less waste

▪ Lead global efforts on circular economy
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▪ Review to reinforce the essential requirements for packaging and
reduce (over)packaging and packaging waste (2021)

▪ Revision of the Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive – legislative proposal
planned 2021 – now 2022

▪ Mandatory requirements on recycled plastic content and plastic
waste reduction measures (2021/2022) for key products such as
packaging, construction materials and vehicles

▪ Strictly related to the outcome of the work of the CPA (activities of the thematic
group on recycled content: identification of the obstacles to the uptake of RC in
products)

▪ Initiative to substitute single-use packaging, tableware and cutlery by
reusable products in food services (2021)

▪ Restriction of intentionally added microplastics and measures on
unintentional release of microplastics (2021)

▪ Planned adoption of the restriction (if agreed): 2021 or 2022 (transition periods
proposed for certain applications)

▪ EuPC and Plastics Europe: Operation Clean Sweep

▪ Policy framework for bio-based plastics and biodegradable or
compostable plastics (2021)

▪ The Commission will also assess where using biodegradable and compostable
plastics can be beneficial to the environment, and the criteria for these uses.
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▪ One of the major file covered in the Circular Economy Action Plan (CEAP) is the

revision of the Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive (PPWD).

▪ The work and also the mandate to revise is dates back in time.

▪ The legal basis of the review has been foreseen in many policy documents and has

been changed through time:

▪ Objective of 2018 European Strategy for Plastics: “ensure that by 2030 all plastics packaging placed

on the market can be reused or recycled in a cost-effective manner”

▪ Directive (EU) 2018/852 amending PPWD: “by 31 December 2020, the Commission shall examine

the feasibility of reinforcing the essential requirements (..)”

▪ The feasibility of reinforcing these requirements is being assessed within the framework of the

revision of the Directive (IAA June 2020)

▪ Today, the PPWD review : objective of the European Green Deal and the new

CEAP to ensure that “all packaging on the EU market is reusable or recyclable

in an economically viable way by 2030”
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The European Commission is thinking around these lines:

▪ Recyclability:

▪ Recyclable packaging is that which can be effectively and efficiently separated from the waste stream,
collected, sorted and aggregated into defined streams for recycling processes, and recycled at scale
through relevant industrial processes such that it is turned into a secondary raw material of sufficient
quality such that end markets exist in which it is valued as a substitute for virgin material.

▪ Innovative packaging placed on the market that requires new infrastructure to bedeveloped shall be
recycled at scale within a maximum period of five years.

▪ At least 95% of the unit of packaging shall be recyclable according to this definition, and the remainder
must be compatible with the relevant collection, sorting and recycling processes without hindering the
recyclability of the main components of the unit of packaging.

▪ And it is foreseeing to include a negative lists of packaging to be phased out:

▪ Plastic packaging with carbon black or other non-NIR- detectable colours

▪ Plastic or glass packaging with sleeves covering >50% of the surface

▪ Plastic packaging with additives changing the material density >1g/cm³

▪ Multilayer plastic packaging containing PET-G, PLA, PVC and PS

▪ PVC/PVCD packaging (and labels/sleeves)

▪ XPS packaging

▪ PA barrier layers

▪ Non-EuPIA inks and inks that bleed

▪ Non-water soluble / water-releasable adhesives at <600C



SUP Directive – general 1/2  

▪ MS have to achieve measurable quantitative reduction in the consumption (2022-2016) of the
following products:

▪ Food containers made of plastic, used to contain food that is intended for immediate consumption

▪ Plastic cups for beverages, including their covers and lids.

▪ Restrictions of various products and polymers (plates, straws, cutlery, EPS food containers
and beverage cup or containers, oxodegradable items)

▪ Introduction of a binging target of recycled content for bottles: 25% of rPET by 2025, 30% for
all polymers by 2030 average at Member States Level

▪ Product requirement for bottles: caps & lids attached to the main body of the bottle

▪ Separate collection targets for beverage bottles : 77% by 2025 and 90% by 2029 of bottles
placed on the market (yearly basis)

▪ Measures on EPR (reinforcement of the “polluter pays” principle)

▪ Marking requirements

▪ Based on the principle of environmental protection, legally it prevails over the
Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive
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SUP Directive – general 2/2  

▪ Member States had two years at their disposal for bringing into force
the national laws and regulations to comply with the Directive:

▪ 3 July 2021

▪ Article 17 provides specific application deadlines:

▪ Article 5 (Restrictions on placing on the market, i.e. bans) – from 3
July 2021

▪ Article 7(1) (Marking Requirements) – from 3 July 2021

▪ Article 6(1) (Product Requirements – Recycled content)– from 3
July 2024

▪ Article 8 (Extended Producer Responsibility) - by 31/12/2024

➢The European Commission is monitoring the correct transposition and
implementation by Member States

15
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SUP Directive - EC work

➢ 2 sets of Guidelines:

❖SUP Guidelines: what is to be considered a single use plastic product 
definitions, criteria of product categories (art. 12); 

❖Guidelines on EPR: criteria on costs of litter clean up (art. 8) - 2024.

➢ 2 Standardisation requests: 

❖ Tethered caps and lids, art. 6 (plastic bottles) -

❖ Circularity of fishing gear, art. 8(9).

➢ 9 Implementing acts:

❖Four by July 2020 (marking, separate collection target calculation and 
reporting, reporting of fishing gear and waste collected);

❖Two by January 2021 (measuring consumption reduction, reporting 
consumption reduction);

❖Three by January 2022 (measuring and reporting on recycled content, 
reporting of post consumption waste tobacco products).
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The European contribution 1/3

▪ On 2 May 2018, the EC adopted the EU budget

for the Future.

▪ It introduced a basket of new own resources including a contribution by the Member States
calculated on the basis of the amount of plastic packaging waste which is not recycled as
reported under the waste directive.

▪ This should create an incentive for Member States to reduce packaging waste and stimulate
Europe’s transition towards a circular economy by implementing the European Plastics
Strategy;
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▪ It is not a tax-based own resource, but rather a

national contribution determined according to an

environmental rationale;

▪ according to the EC forecast, this contribution

will bring €7 billion using a call rate of €0.80/kg;

▪ On this Member States had to reach

unanimity.



The European contribution 2/3

▪ The plastics own resource, in place since 1 January 2021, consists of
a national contribution based on the amount of non-recycled plastic
packaging waste

▪ It due by Member States and not by companies or consumers

▪ Therefore the “contribution” relation is between the EU and each
Member State

▪ A uniform call rate of €0.80 per kilogram will be applied to the weight
of plastic packaging waste that is not recycled, with a mechanism to
avoid excessive contributions from less wealthy Member States.

▪ And it leaves Member States the possibility to define the most suitable
policies to reduce plastic packaging waste pollution in line with the
principle of subsidiarity.

▪ This means that Member States can decide how or where to gather the
amount they owe to the EU

▪ They can either take internal resources (unspent finances from the
national budget) or set up a form of tax on certain items as they prefer
(for example Italy and Spain)

19
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EPR Fees
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▪ Some Member States are thinking to use the Producer Responsibility
Organisations and related fees to collect the amount due to the EU (for
example Belgium)

▪ There is however some confusion by companies and operators that think that
EPR fees, which are due under the Packaging and packaging Waste
Directive, are somehow linked to the EU Plastics levy or national taxes

▪ EPR fees are paid by based on quantities of packaging or products put onto
market so to cover the costs for collecting and recycling these packaging or
products.



EU Taxonomy for sustainable activities 

▪ Between April and July 2021, in the context of the EU Green Deal, the European 

Commission has adopted a new package dedicated to Sustainable Finance

▪ The July Act indicates the content, methodology and how to present of information 

to be disclosed by financial and non-financial undertakings concerning the 

proportion of environmentally sustainable economic activities in their 

business, investments or lending activities.

▪ Today, large financial and non-financial companies that fall under the scope of the 

Non-Financial Reporting Directive (CSR) will have to disclose to what extent the 

activities that they carry out meet the criteria set out in the EU Taxonomy. 

▪ Likewise, financial market participants (such as asset managers) will have to 

disclose to what extent the activities that their financial products fund meet the EU 

Taxonomy criteria

▪ The Taxonomy Regulation requires Member States and the EU to use the EU 

Taxonomy as the basis of any EU or national (public) labels for green corporate 

bonds or financial products and it will be linked to other tools (EU Ecolabel, EU 

Green Bond Standard and Climate Benchmarks Regulation)
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EU Taxonomy for sustainable activities 

▪ Today,  it applies undertakings which are subject to the obligation to publish a non-

financial statement or a consolidated non-financial statement. 

▪ The Taxonomy will impact the financing from bank or private investors.

▪ While it is not mandatory for companies to ensure their economic activities meet 

the criteria of the Taxonomy, it provides a motivation for companies to strive to 

reach a level of environmental performance that financial markets recognise as 

green

▪ The mere fact that a company does not have Taxonomy-aligned activities does not 

affect its ability to access finance. There is also no obligation on companies to 

have activities aligned with the EU Taxonomy and there is no obligation on 

investors to invest in Taxonomy-aligned activities 

▪ In the future, the situation might change and access to finances or public 

support might be refused: for example State aids, recovery funds and public 

support finances will not be awarded to companies which are not that green
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